
Your Retreat Leaders – Weekend 3 

Keynote Speaker – Debbie Nelson  
With a love for laughter and a drive to see God’s healing power flow, Pastor Debbie Nelson 

comes to us from Ridge Manor Community UMC where she has served as senior pastor for 

the past thirteen years.  Debbie enjoys serving at our Leesburg Women’s and Couple’s 

retreats and seeing the miracles of God unfold on this amazing holy ground.  Her gifting in 

the ministry of healing and humor, coupled with a deep love of God’s Word, best define 

what drives Debbie’s ministry for Christ…  “Jesus pulled my life from the Pit and I long to 

serve Him with all that I have and every chance He graciously opens to me.”  

 

Bible Study Leader – Bobbie Smith  
Bobbie Smith is a native Floridian, growing up in Umatilla, 20 miles from Leesburg. She graduated 

from FSU with a Bachelor’s degree in Nursing.  She and her husband Joe have live in Williston for 

44 years. For the past 11 years Joe has pastored the Evinston UM Church which gave her one of 

her favorite roles, serving as a pastor’s wife. Their 2 children: Scott Smith, Ormond Beach UMC 

Pastor married to Kris Thomas Smith and daughter, Garnet Andrews, married to Dick Andrews, 

Ocala. They believe they have the finest 6 grandchildren in the world. (Caleb, Lauren, Joshua, 

Emily, Jacob, Allison.)  

 Bobbie has attended a weekend every year since the beginning of the Leesburg Retreats, was a 

member of the Design Team and considers Leesburg Retreats paramount in her spiritual journal. Teaching Bible Studies 

for women for the past 22 years has been her joy as well as leading weekend retreats for churches and participating in 

mission projects to Brazil, China and Peru. She is honored to return for the 4th time to serve as Bible Study Leader. For 

her the greatest honor and blessing is the opportunity to share the JOY of God’s love through teaching and example. 

 

Music Leader – Maureen Still 
Maureen and her band love the Women’s Retreats and sharing their high energy, 

praise filled, original music! Since the beginning of her solo career, Maureen has 

surrounded herself with an eclectic group of talented musicians and vocalists. Most of 

the members began (and still belong) in the Christian group Power of One and have 

played together since 1992. Maureen considers her band her extended family and 

gives them much credit in the formation of her music. Maureen’s music ministry has 

taken them across the country and around the world but the Women’s Retreat 

continues to be their “happy place”! 

 

Devotions: Team Members – Virginia Drake, Jeanette Hamblen,  

Debbie White & Cheryl Woodman 

 



Enrichment Leader – Becky Bell – Yoga  
Becky Bell, mind-body fitness instructor at ALIGN fitness, has trained in the physical aspects of vinyasa 

yoga, completed her 200-hour registration for yoga teachers and has trained in multiple Christian 

fitness alternatives.  Becky developed a unique class from her knowledge of yoga and personal 

experience with the Christian practice of Centering Prayer.  She is reflective, enthusiastic and 

compassionate in how she shares each Christ-centered class with a growing number of neighborhood 

groups, women’s retreats, teen programs, Christian camping resorts, and individuals in ALIGN fitness 

classes.  In addition to her passion for ALIGN, Becky shares her love for the great outdoors, 

international cultures, the deep peace of Christ by practicing on tall summits, sandy beaches or 

anywhere the path takes her.   

No supplies necessary for the session one chair-based class.  For session two, please bring a yoga mat or a 

long beach towel for an exciting mat-based barefoot class.  Advanced sign-up recommended. 

 

Enrichment Leader – Maureen Corristan- Boot Camp 
Your drill sergeant is Maureen Corristan from B-Mo Fit LLC.  Maureen is a pastor’s wife with a passion 

for fitness and compassion and calling to help people B-MO Fit for God.  As a Certified Athletic Trainer 

and Strength and Conditioning Specialist, she has over 25 years experience in Sports Medicine and 

elite performance training.  In 2007, she felt a call to apply her expertise that has helped many 

professional athletes such as Derek Jeter, Chauncy Billups and Maria Sharapova to people just like you 

who want to reach their full potential as servants to the Kingdom of God. 

So come and learn how to tone your temple with the Holy Sweat of Bible Boot Camp! 

YOUR BODY IS THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT…THERFORE, GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR BODY AND IN YOUR SPIRIT WHICH 

ARE GOD’S      1 COR. 6: 19-20 (paraphrased) 

Holy Sweat Introduction: Come experience the “Holy Sweat” of Bible Boot Camp.  God will provide the Holy and YOU will 

provide the sweat. 

This is a fun, fat burning fitness experience integrating body weight and resistance band training to give you a total body 

workout that you can do anytime…anywhere! 

 

Enrichment Leader – Cindy Fox  
Cindy Fox has a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Baldwin-Wallace University (Ohio), 

a master’s degree in education from Stetson University (Florida) and a master’s degree in Old 

Testament from Asbury Theological Seminary (Kentucky).  

Cindy taught kindergarten for 3 years in Crescent City, FL, before heading to the mission field.  She 

served with OMS International from 1974 until 1997, training elementary teachers in Colombia, 

South America, teaching seminary courses in Madrid, Spain, and working with missionary kids and 

international students on the campuses of Houghton College (New York) and Asbury University 

(Kentucky).  

From 1997 to 2003 Cindy was the principal of Qingdao MTI International School (now International School of Qingdao) in 

Qingdao, China.  For the next 9½ years she was a full-time recruiter in the US for International Schools of China (ISC).  In 

January 2013 she began a new phase as director of Trinity Learning Center, a preschool ministry of Trinity United 

Methodist Church in DeLand, where she also teaches adult Sunday school. 



Enrichment Leader - Kathy Hubbs – Make It, Take It   

Creating something with your own hands for most people is a very rewarding accomplishment. 

Having the opportunity to create and teach a craft is, for Kathy, a gift from God.  This will be 

Kathy's 8th year and she’s looking forward to seeing old friends and making new ones.  Kathy is a 

member of First UMC Lakeland, co-chair of Family Fellowship Committee, and mother of 2 grown 

daughters Gerry and Brooke, who is  ordained in the West Ohio Conference.   

 

Enrichment Leader - Sherri Lingle  
Sherri Lingle was born and raised in Coden and attended Coden UMC for 22 years. 
She is a graduate of Bible Study Fellowship where she served for 4 years as a children’s 
leader and 3 years as a discussion leader. 
She has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication Arts from the University of South 
Alabama.  She is married to Garry Lingle of Irvington and has one son who will attend the 
University of Central Florida in August. 
She is currently employed by the Florida United Methodist Conference where she works 
with Small Churches and Women’s Retreats.   

Enrichment Leader – Emily McGee 
Rev. Emily Denmark McGee, Associate Pastor of St. Peter’s UMC in Wellington, FL since 
July 1, 2012, lives in Jupiter with her husband, Shawn McGee, and their daughter Mary 
Virginia, 6.  Her interests include running, yoga, reading novels and deep sea fishing. She 
has served Simpson Memorial UMC in Rivera Beach and Saint Paul's UMC in Tallahassee. 
Ordained an Elder in the Florida Conference 2007, Emily is a graduate of Flagler College in 
St. Augustine, with a B.A. in religion and philosophy in 1997 and Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, GA with a Master of Divinity in 2002.  

 

Enrichment Leader – Sarah Miller  
Sarah is a native Floridian and a cradle United Methodist.  She was born, raised, and educated in 
Lakeland, Florida.  She and her husband, Andrew, are high school sweethearts.  They met through 
the music programs of their home church, First United Methodist Church, in Lakeland.  They were 
engaged on December 23, 2004 and married two years later to the date because Andrew wanted 
December 23 to be their anniversary.  
Sarah and Andrew graduated from Florida Southern College in Lakeland in 2007 and then moved to 
Atlanta to pursue their seminary educations at Candler School of Theology at Emory University.  
They finished their degrees in 2010 and Sarah received her first pastoral appointment in Florida.  
Andrew remained in Atlanta during the couple’s first year of full-time ministry so that both Sarah 
and Andrew could serve where they felt called to be.  Their year of “extension marriage ministry” 

concluded in July 2011 as Andrew joined Sarah in Florida and began serving as the Director of Senior High Youth 
Ministries at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Orlando. In July 2012 Sarah began serving her first solo-pastorate at 
Reeves United Methodist Church near downtown Orlando, where her focus in ministry is community transformation 
through radical hospitality and inclusivity of all God's children.    
Sarah and Andrew have two four-legged children – Samson and Delilah – both miniature Schnauzers.  They love to play 
in the parsonage’s back yard, bark at the neighbors, receive head-scratches, and take sunset strolls in the neighborhood. 

 



Enrichment Leader – Joann Rall – Make It, Take It 
A member of the Design Team, 2002 - 2004, JoAnn is very happy to be returning to do a 
make it take it  enrichment for the 2014 season. My husband and I moved from 
Summerfield, FL, where we had lived for ten years, back to Sarasota to be closer to our 
daughter. Each year since then I have brought several ladies from my home church , Trinity 
UMC, to a retreat. My tavel time is 2 hours longer to the retreat, but well worth the 
blessing we come home with. 

 

Enrichment Leader – Merrilyn Seib 
Originally from Pennsylvania, Merrillyn now lives in Dundee, FL with her husband Bob. Merrillyn 
serves on the Worship Team of Dundee UMC, has completed the Certified Lay Servant Ministry 
courses, is active in the Heart of florida Emmaus community and is a graduate of Columbia 
Theological Seminary (Decatur, Ga) Certificate in Spiritual Formation program. For the past six 
years she conducted monthly church services at Savannah Court assisted Living Facility. Reading, 
traveling and church activities fill up her days and she looks forward to sharing how she has 
found God in new and unusual ways.  
 

 

Enrichment Leader – Tina Yeager  
A wife and mother of two sons, ages 15 and 21, Tina also feels called to praise God through 

writing and a ministry of encouragement. 

Tina serves as President of Tampa Word Weavers and a keynoter for Women of Destiny, an 

inspirational speaking association of One Thing Prayer Center. She has over sixteen years of 

experience teaching adults, teens, and children in academic, clinical, and faith-based settings. 

Tina volunteers with teens at church and Chrysalis retreats.  

The Florida Christian Writers Conference awarded her 2013 Writer of the Year. Tina's writing has 

been featured in Splickety Magazine and Proverbs 31 Magazine. She maintains a devotional blog, 

and appeared as an expert in Brandon Focus Magazine. 

Licensed as a counselor in Florida since 2005, Tina holds a Master of Arts in Mental Health Counseling from the 

University of Central Florida and a Bachelor’s Degree in Creative Writing from Florida State University. A 

member of the American Association of Christian Counselor with eleven years of experience in mental health 

settings, she currently runs a private counseling and life-coaching practice in Brandon, Florida. 

Enrichment Leader – Margie Anderson – Hymn Sing  
Margie & John Anderson have been together making music reflecting their love of the 

Lord for over 33 years!   John is currently Professor of Music and Music Dept. 

Coordinator at Polk State College.  Prior to this, he was a choral director in 

Polk County schools for over 25 years, Cast Choir Director for Disney's Candlelight 

Processional for 9 years, and throughout this time he has served as Music Director for 

several Polk County churches.  Margie is currently serving as the church secretary at 

Beymer Memorial UMC in Winter Haven after having been a 2nd grade teacher, private piano & voice 

instructor, and homeschool mom to their son, John Neil (now in college).  "Jesus is the reason we sing.  The 

hymns touch our hearts so much because they speak of our relationship to our Creator and Redeemer - in 

praise and in shared experience.  They help us tell that story."     


